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Summer is almost here, and our winter friends
are hopefully having a safe trip back north. On behalf
of myself and the post officers, we thank all of you
for all your support while wintering here in Florida.
We have been very busy with all legion programs and
would like to send a big thank you to all those who
participated.
I have been nominated to be your commander for another year. We still have things to do around the post
and I hope I can continue to have everyone’s support
making decisions and volunteering to help when
asked. Please come out and support our raffles and
other events as this keeps our post and its programs
going.
Have a great summer and be safe in whatever you
have planned.
Remember, our mission is that we are veterans helping veterans and their families.
For God and Country
Mike O’Callaghan, Commander

New Members and transfers
GREETINGS

WELCOME TO POST 8
HELLO LEGIONNAIRES AND FAMILY

Sharon Marsh
Robert McCulloch
Robert F. Souch
Robert P Downie sr
Regon O. Hall
Arthur B. Strauss
James H. Kessler
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Herman W. Young
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Robert D. Loftus
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Larry Miller
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Ronald Haster
Jon S. Christenger
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Ronald G. Sweet
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Joseph M Lavoie
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Richard P. Pieper
John Miller
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B. D. Smith
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Keith R. Parson
Felix Baker Jr.
John R. Livengood
Stephen R. Littrell
Allan Parry Jr

Join Us

Well here we are starting our 2nd quarter of the
year. We are still shy of our 100% membership
goal for the year. We are currently at 91%. So,
let’s get out there and rally to reach our 100% goal. Talk to your
friends and neighbors to either have them renew or sign up as new
members.
Our oratorical contest and our Law & Order Dinner went very well. A
big THANKS goes out to all the members who helped making them
the success they were.
Now we are working on the Boys State Jamboree which is scheduled
for June 17th to 23rd. This will be held at Florida State University. Post
8 will be sending 15 students from 5 different high schools in our area.
Thanks Again,

For God and Country
Bill Butler, 1st Vice Commander
ADJUTANT REPORT
Hello to All,
I can’t believe that Spring is here already, and people are heading
back north. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our
snow birds that helped support the post during the winter months. I
wish you a safe journey home and hope you enjoy your summer up
north.
We have had a busy winter with all sorts of activities going on at the
post and we are in the planning stages to continue them through out
the rest of the year. We hope to make the rest of our needed repairs
to the post during the coming months.
Our post continues to grow, we have had over 125 new or transferred members since last July.
For those of you who haven’t renewed yet, please take the time to
come or mail in your renewal. We need your support to continue all
the programs we provide and the donation requests we sponsor.
Thank you in advance for your support and your help to keep our
post strong

For God and Country
John M.Smith Adjutant

Honor Guard

HISTORIAN’S REPORT

Over the past several months we have been sporadically busy with various functions. We can go weeks without any calls and then all of a sudden we get calls for 4-5
services for the same day. Besides a number of funeral services we have been called upon to do some educational
programs about flag etiquette.

Your historian is hard at work with the yearbook she
is preparing on the happenings at the post this year. Instead of the picture book of years before, the book this
year is a narrative. That means less pictures and more
words. It is an interesting change and worked well for the
historian as she has had health issues this year. Stop by
and take a look at the progress if you are interested.

We would like to thank all of the patrons of our Thursday afternoon bingo in making it the success that it has
been. We have been having good crowds and hopefully this
will continue until folks start heading back north.
Finally, we regretfully mourn the recent passing of
Stephen “Tony” Anthony.
Tony was past post 8 commander, past 7th district commander and past captain of the honor guard. His service
will be held at Bushnell on March 23 and we are honored to
be doing the honors. Please keep Lorraine Anthony and the
rest of his family in your thoughts and prayers.

For God and Country
Ed McNulty
Captain-Honor Guard

UPCOMING EVENT DATES:
Post Elections on Tuesday 4/10
She/He contest to benefit Prostate Cancer on 4/21 at 6:30PM
Joint Aux. Post Everlasting Ceremony on 5/29 at 6:30 PM

As Chairperson of the Centennial Committee, we are
in the process of firming up a date for the celebration of
our 100th birthday. The current plan is for a birthday party
at the post with cake, ice cream, dancing and presents. If
you want to help or have input, please contact Remona
Knight.

For God and Country
Remona Knight Historian
Pink Committee Member

Wow, April already "but you just got here!" comes to mind.
As spring approaches, quickly bringing an end to our winter
friends stay. I would like to wish them all safe journey and
good health. Come back soon. For those who are staying several things are coming up.
On Easter April 1st we will celebrate with a sunrise service.
We are blessed for the past twenty five years to have Pastor
Jarvis officiate.
Please consider coming to our non-denominational service
and celebrate. The service will start at 7:30 am.

Commander

John Paye, Jr.

1st Vice Commander

John Weems, Jr.

The Post Everlasting Service will be held on Tuesday May
29th. It is going to be a family affair. Both the Post and the
Auxiliary will honor the members who have died this year. It is
going to be a joint service. All are invited to come and honor
our past members.

Adjutant

John Paye, Jr.

Finance Officer

Mike O’Callaghan

Chaplain

Brian McDonald

Sgt. At Arms

Jack Bunting

The post elections will be held on Tuesday April 10th. I
have had the privilege of serving with three different commanders John Weems, Stephen (aka Tony ) Anthony and Mike
O'Callahan. It has been my honor to serve you, the membership. Thank you for your votes and your support. Please continue to let your new chaplain know when a member is sick, in
the hospital or has died. No one person can know every member. It is amazing how much a card can change everything

Historian

David Bunting

Judge Advocate

Jim Tucker

For God and Country
Fran Marron, Chaplain

LEGION TAG AGENCY
HELP SUPPORT OUR VETERANS BY UTILIZING THE LEGION
TAG AGENCY FOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS AND RENEWALS.
FOR FAST CONVENIENT SERVICE COME TO THE LEGION TAG
AGENCY LOCATED ADJACENT TO POST 8.
Post 8 telephone
Legion Tag Agency

(863) 293-7029
(863) 293-5551

The Legion Café

AUXILIARY UNIT 8

Open Monday thru Friday 11AM to 2 PM
Monday Afternoon 4 to 6:30 PM
Wednesday Evening 6 to 8:30 PM

OFFICERS

40/8 Nurses training .
RAYMOND & ALICE REWIS
RUTH JONES & PHILLIP SCHMITZ
WISHES FROM THE WELL
MARY ANN CASSELL
PHILLIP SCHMITZ
JR

$5.32
$3.50
$3.46
$4.42
$1.50
$1.08

BOB & JANE
RICHARD FOSIE
CHUCKLES
TOMMY S
MONA KNIGHT

$2.00
$2.81
$ .73
$1.27
$8.64

ALL SCHOLARSHIPS START WITH A SINGLE DONATION

“If I had a penny for every strange look I’ve gotten
from strangers on the street. I’d have about $15 to
$20.00 dollars, which is a lot when you’re dealing
with pennies.”
#1 Head Penny Ron Wlodarczak
Marine Corps League
Heart of Florida
Detachment # 1107

U.S. Seabees
Veterans of America
Island x-2

Meetings at 7 PM at
American Legion Post 8
On the 4th Thursday of the month
Except November & December
When it is on the 3rd Wednesday

Meetings on the
2nd Saturday of each month

For information call
John Blount @ 407 760-1407
Or
Kevin Ruhl
@ 813 695-6203

4632 S. Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL

For information call
863 647-1616
Or
863 299-0009
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Spring has sprung! We are coming to the end of our
year. We had a wonderful time in February at our Senior
Prom. It was enjoyed by all. Thank you to each and every
one of you for such a fun filled evening. Many have asked if
we will have another one.
Our fish dinners will continue in April, May, and June.
Our future dinners are April 13th and 27th, May 11th and 25th,
June 15th, July 20th and August 10th.
We made our trip in March to the VA for bingo. Our
next trip is scheduled for Thursday May 31st. We are still
looking for items to take to the VA.
Our Valentine’s Brunch was poorly attended this year.
The Auxiliary worked hard to make this a special event. Due
to the poor attendance we are unsure if we will have another
one.
Election of new officers will be in May. If anyone is interested in becoming an Auxiliary officer please contact Joanne O’Callaghan.
For all the Northerners have a safe trip back home and
we will see you in the Fall.
For God And Country
Janice Chumney, Auxiliary President

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP REPORT
I would like to wish all of you a very blessed Easter, a very Happy
Mother's Day, a thankful Memorial Day, and a grateful Father's Day. I
would like you to remember those who are not able to be with us and our
prayers go out to each and every one of you. Please send well wishes to those
who are less fortunate and include in your prayers, thoughts and well wishes
to Lorraine "Bird" Anthony and family, in the passing of Tony, our beloved
past commander.
As you know, we are still renewing memberships for 2018. If you have not
done so, please do. We are strong and ready to help and serve our veterans
always. If you have not renewed, this may be the reason why your key card
does not work. I know that many of you are snowbirds and your mail is either here or up north. You may come to the Auxiliary Office to renew, join,
or transfer your membership on Wednesdays from 12:30 P.M. to 5:00
P.M. or on Fridays, when we have a fish fry. It generally slows down after
January, which is why we only open one day a week. You may leave your
renewal in an envelope, with a check or cash for $35.00, under the office door
or in our dues box out in the front entrance. If you wish to leave a message
on the office answering machine, at (863) 875-9237 or email us at americanlegionauxiliarypost8.yahoo.org
As of this Echo issue, the Auxiliary membership is over 500 renewals and
our percentage is 84%. Striving again for 100% membership. Well done to
all of you that have either joined or renewed or transferred. Please remember that your renewing helps us to help our veterans, their families, and other
organizations that we support. Also, renewing allows you to enjoy the festivities that Post 8 offers.
As a reminder, if you are coming in under a veteran that is still living, that
veteran must be a current American Legion member. If you are coming in
under a veteran that is deceased, you must have a copy of the death certificate and a DD214 certificate. The cost is $40.00, cash or check, because it
takes a little longer to process in this office and the Department of Florida
headquarters. Any questions, please don't hesitate to call the office.
Please remember to let this office know if you have moved, changed telephone numbers, email addresses, or if you know of someone that has passed
away. This office does the paperwork to keep things current and up to
date. Thank you all for what you do to keep this Auxiliary family strong. .
For God and Country
Ruth Jones, 1st Vice President & Membership Chairman
Ameri-

Greetings from your TDY
Happy Spring to all members of Post 8! What a
wonderful winter we have had here with our Winter guests
and of course our local members. Some mishaps: Jill
breaking her leg, some additions: Claudia having a beautiful baby girl, and a new male bartender named Duane who
has been a blessing to us stepping up to help as we were
so shorthanded. Hard to believe that Spring is just around
the corner. Keep your eye on the calendar for all events.
Don’t forget our website americanlegionpost8.org, for
those of you who don’t have a computer. We have a large
calendar in the TDY to refer to that displays all events. We
have added some new bands including George Durham,
The Dukes, Rick Arnold and Tony Knight. We have added
Saturday night entertainment once a month, trying out different entertainers and bands that play from 6:30 to 10
pm. My staff and I are dedicated to giving you the best
service possible, and if you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to let me know. We hope to
see your smiling faces as much as possible! So thank
you all for you continued support of our Great Post!
For God and Country
June Bug TDY Manager

