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I hope everyone had a wonderful and Happy,
Healthy Holiday Season. Our Thanksgiving Dinner
was a great success. We had lots of good food, great
help and so many members expressing their gratitude. I would like to thank everyone who was generous enough to bring a dish to share.
We have so many programs and events going on
at our Post. It’s impossible to express my sincere
appreciation enough to all the volunteers who have
been helping. Please check our website and flyers
around the Post for all upcoming and current events
and information.

If you haven’t already renewed your dues,
please do so as soon as possible!
For God and Country
Mike O’Callaghan, Commander

New Members and transfers
GREETINGS

WELCOME TO POST 8
HELLO AGAIN FELLOW LEGION MEMBERS

WILLAIN C. SPROUL
WAYNE BENDER
WAYNE B. SMITHSON
WADE WILLEY
TERRY D. OTT
ROBERT SCALON
ROBERT R. DEUEL
ROBERT G. STEWARD
ROBERT AMMON
RICK HARRIS
RICHARD LEE LORIMER
RICHARD IHLENFELDT
RICHARD A. MCLEOD
PHILIP PECK
PAUL D. WOOD
PATRICK JON MCNULTY
NICHOLAS M. LUPO
MICHAL DOOLITTLE
MICHAEL P. BUSZUWSKI
MICHAEL MAHONEY
MATTHEW R. BORCIK
MARTIN DILLON
LYNN M. MCKENZIE
LOWRY D. GROVE
KENNETH W. MORGAN
DOUGLAS A WIRT

DONALD W. BERRIOS
DAVID SUTTON
DAREL DANNER
CHARLES B. CURRY
HUMBGERTO FIGUEROAGARCIA
GORDON HEIER
GENGER FITZGERALD
EVAN S. PINTHER
CAROLE S. FORMAN
ARTHUR E. FIELDS
ARTHUR C. SIEGEL
LOUIS ROMANINI
LLOYD WEEKS
LLOYD H. BLAIR
LAWRENCE K. ELLIS
KENNETH N. MORRILL
JUSTIN KUNTZ
JUAN A CHOW-KAI
JOSEPH CERCIELLO
JOHN K. MCCALLION
JOHN E. LONG
JOHN ARTHUR MCCOREY
JAMES ADDISON
JAMES A. PACKARD

Join Us

Let me start off by wishing everyone a happy, healthy New Year. This year our schedule
is filling up fast with many new events planned for 2018. Our
post depends on our members not only showing up to our
events but also lots of help so that we can continue to bring
quality fun filled evenings to the post. Through your help and
cooperation we continue to raise funds so that we can provide
financial assistance to our fellow veterans. So I ask that you
continue to support our post by renewing your membership
and invite your friends to our dinners and dances, perhaps
bring a friend to our TDY invite them to read our newsletter
spend a few hours at post 8. if he was in the service maybe
we can sign him up as a new member. We need your help in
order to hold all the events we have planned. Thank you in advance.
For God and Country
Bill Butler, 1st Vice Commander
ADJUTANT REPORT
Hello to All,
Welcome back to all our snowbirds. It is great to see you
again. Membership is doing well, we currently have reached over
73.7% of our goal. Please remember to renew your membership by
the end of the year or your key card will be deactivated.
We have some new entertainment coming in the New Year.
Make sure to stop by to see them. George Durham will be here on the
26th, and Rick Arnold on the 31st. They are looking forward to performing for you. Please make them feel welcomed. Hope you all had
a healthy & happy Holiday.

Did you know that you now can view and download the
Echo on our website: www.americanlegionpost8.org
Check out the website for all the up coming events.
For God and Country
John Smith Adjutant

Honor Guard

HISTORIAN’S REPORT

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all of us in
the Honor Guard. Hopefully everyone got what they wanted
from Santa and didn’t have too much eggnog over the holiday.

Discussion at the recent Department Conference
with the Department Historian and Jay Conti, Jr. concluded that since we sent our paperwork to National
in 1919, Post 8 is grandfathered in as one of the posts
that will be celebrating its Centennial in 2019. A committee has been formed and we plan to use the February date when the charter was granted as our official
celebration date. This will allow more of our Snowbirds to celebrate with us. The plan, at this point, is
for a birthday party with cake and ice cream…with no
charge to those who show up to celebrate. There will
be more on the program later.
I am hard at work on another yearbook. Since I was
homebound with my knee for most of July, August,
and September and unable to attend and photograph
events, this year’s book will be a narrative. This will
be a first for Post 8 and, I hope, not a disappointment. If you should want to see any of the books
from the previous years, please give me a call and we
will make arrangement for you to see them.
Did you see the display of World War I uniforms in the
corner of the Main Room? Someone donated the uniforms to the post years ago. Makes you wonder just
how they managed to get those wool uniforms
cleaned during the actual war. The uniforms we
have displayed show the brass of Naval Aviation. I
did not realize that the Navy even had planes in World
War I. There are things to learn from the past.

The Honor Guard had a typically busy year between
funeral and memorial services and a number of educational
functions. From January thru mid-December we participated
in over 100 activities utilizing over 100 personnel.
An example of our educational efforts, we hosted several Girl Scout troops and their leaders for a flag etiquette
class. We covered topics such as how the flag design came into
being, proper handling of the flag and proper display of the
flag. When we were finished we were presented with a heart
painted in red white and blue as well as a number of thank
you cards to be passed out to veterans. The cards were sent to
Tampa to be distributed to hospitalized veterans. This gift
heart is hanging in the main hall next to the membership display.
We welcome a number of new members this year as well.
They include:
Rick Decker
Nick Harper (Bugler)
Deb LaBelle
Jerry LaBelle
Dan McGuire
Dave Sutton
With the addition of Nick this gives us 3 buglers in service.
For God and Country
Ed McNulty
Captain-Honor Guard

For God and Country
Remona Knight Historian
Pink Committee Member

Happy New Year!
A new slate to put you mark on.
How will you fill it?
It is your choice.
Each of us has something special to offer
this world. Share it. Spread it. Make a difference with your gift. It is time to be a real part
of your Post. So many things that our Post
wants to do for our fellow veterans. It takes
YOU to help get them done. It would be so
lovely to see new, inspired and positive people step up and say I would like to……..(fill in
the space with you unique idea)
Think how you can help. Then come talk
to our officers at our monthly membership
meeting.
Make 2018 the year you made one resolution you will enjoy keeping.
For God and Country
Fran Marron, Chaplain
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LEGION TAG AGENCY
HELP SUPPORT OUR VETERANS BY UTILIZING THE LEGION
TAG AGENCY FOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS AND RENEWALS.
FOR FAST CONVENIENT SERVICE COME TO THE LEGION TAG
AGENCY LOCATED ADJACENT TO POST 8.
Post 8 telephone
Legion Tag Agency

(863) 293-7029
(863) 293-5551

AUXILIARY UNIT 8

The Legion Café
Open Monday thru Friday
11AM to 2 PM

40/8 Nurses training by #1 Head Penny Ron Wlodarczak.
Donation:
Wishing Well...$1.05
Dave and Rhonda...$2.00
Joan W. .....$3.00
Maryann Cassell....6.17
Remona F. Knight..$17.42
Fil & Floe Geasey....$8.00
Gene & Mary......$1.00
White Envelope....$1.40

Robert Williams.....$4.13
Lance's Girle.....$1.72
Chuck Giffin........$.14
John Paye.......$.17
Ed Hook......$.19
George.......$2.00
JoAnn........$.06

1.75L Jameson Irish Whiskey bottle filled with pennies and dimes....
$26.63 by Bill & Rolande Thibodeau.

Marine Corps League
Heart of Florida
Detachment # 1107

U.S. Seabees
Veterans of America
Island x-2

Meetings at 7 PM at
American Legion Post 8
On the 4th Thursday of the month
Except November & December
When it is on the 3rd Wednesday

Meetings on the
2nd Saturday of each month

For information call
John Blount @ 407 760-1407
Or
Kevin Ruhl
@ 813 695-6203

4632 S. Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL

For information call
863 647-1616
Or
863 299-0009
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Happy New Year! We are starting our New Year off with our
fish dinners. Guests will have a choice of baked or fried fish.
January’s fish dinners will be on the 12th and the 26th. Then get
ready for February. On February 2nd we will be hosting a Senior Prom. Come dressed in your Prom attire and dance to The
Dukes. On Sunday February 11th bring your sweetheart to the
Valentines brunch from 11am to 1pm. Our fish dinner in February will be on the 16th. Baked or fried fish. Spring is in the air
and March brings the Fashion show on Saturday the 3rd. It will
be from 12pm to 3pm. Our fish dinners in March will be on the
16th and the 30th.
Starting January 1st we will be having a miniature liquor
bottle raffle. Winner to be drawn on March 17th St. Paddy’s
day.
Lastly, I would like to thank all volunteers for helping us
with our poppies. We collected over $7,000 in donations for our
Veterans and their families.
For God And Country
Janice Chumney
Auxiliary President

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Again, we are at another end or beginning of an old/new year
and would love to wish each and every one of you a very Happy,
Healthy, and Prosperous New Year, Valentine’s Day, and St. Patty’s
Day and, of course, Happy Birthday too. Hoping that each and every
one of you had a great Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s family gathering.
As you know, Auxiliary membership renewals were mailed out
approximately September 15th, 2017, but due to Hurricane Irma, getting them in your mail boxes was really a challenge. The post office
and mail carriers did their best. Sooo, if some of you did not receive
renewal notices, this is the reason why. Please feel free to call, mail,
or stop by the auxiliary office to renew or join for 2018. Just a reminder, renew dues for 2018 are $35.00. Also, you can renew online,
but this process takes a little longer than sending it in.
As of this Echo issue, the Auxiliary membership is at 373 renewals and our percentage is 56.86%. We are over the half way mark
and thank you all for doing and helping us to reach the 100% that we
had last year. Please remember that you renewing helps us to help
our veterans, their families, and other organizations that we support.
Also, renewing allows you to enjoy the festivities that Post 8 offers.
As a reminder, if you are coming in under a veteran that is still
living, that veteran must be a current American Legion member. If
you are coming in under a veteran that is deceased, you must have a
copy of the death certificate and DD214 certificate. The cost is
$40.00, cash or check, because it takes a little longer to process in
this office and the Department of Florida Headquarters.
Please remember to let this office know if you have moved,
changed telephone numbers, email addresses, or if you know of
someone that has passed away. This office has to do paperwork to
keep things current and up to date. Thank you all for what you do to
keep this auxiliary family strong.
For God and Country
Ruth Jones, 1st Vice President & Membership Chairman
Americanlegionauxiliary8@yahoo.com
863-875-9237

Greetings from your TDY
I have booked a few new bands so keep an eye on the
calendar so you can give me your opinion. Again, I thank you
for your loyal support of our great “Post 8”.

For God and Country
June Bug TDY Manager

