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We are coming to the end of another summer and our
friends from the North will soon be arriving. We wish them all
a safe trip back to us.
I would like to thank all that helped keep things under control while we were on a much needed vacation.
I would like to give a special thank you to J.R. Paye and his
volunteers for all their hard work getting our kitchen reworked – Thank You! We just can’t get these projects done
without people stepping up and helping. We have so much
more to do, so please give us a hand if you can. We have one
of the most beautiful Posts around and we are always working
to make it even better!
Please come out and support our many functions and fund
raisers. Stay in touch with what’s going on! Visit our website. Mike Arangio has done a super job putting it together. Thank you Mike!
We are always wanting to make our family larger. Bring a
friend in to visit us and see if they are eligible to join our family and become a member. I have a vacancy on the Executive
Board. Please contact me for info.
We are working on the New Year’s Eve plan and will hope
to have the tickets available by November 1st. Jim and Mandy
are the entertainment for this New Year’s. Look for flyers!
Till next time, take care.
For God and Country
Mike O’Callaghan, Commander

FRED KNIPPENBERG

www.americanlegionpost8.org

New Members and transfers
GREETINGS

WELCOME TO POST 8
HELLO AGAIN FELLOW LEGION MEMBERS

Douglas Ewell
Henry Gaudlap
Kenneth Koenitzer
Edward Weis
David Witenstein
James Short
Alan Shumard
Edward Browning
Robert Mitchell
Daniel Jarvis
John Daubert
David Farley
Arthur Bedell
Tommy Anderson,
Charles Knight
Juan Chow-Kai
Michael Buszuwski
Michael Mahoney
Paul Wood
Evan Pinther.
Junius Stoddard
Christopher Hanson
Ronald Fraser
Wallace Rainey

Clayton Montgomery
Robert Gately
John Church
Carolyn Smith
Gerald Wolford
Sheryl McComb

Well, we are winding down another year.
Boy, the time is really going by so fast. We
are starting our 4th quarter, and already since
July 1st, we have renewed very close to 840 members. Please
remember to bring a friend if he was in the service and maybe
we can sign him up as a new member.
I was the delegate from Post 8 and the 7th District to represent
our District at the National Convention held in Reno, Nevada.
The National American Legion now has a female commander,
the first in our history.
We will be starting up all our events for the balance of this year
and into 2018. We need your help in order to hold all the
events we have planned. Thank you in advance.
For God and Country
Bill Butler, 1st Vice Commander
ADJUTANT REPORT

Join Us

Hello to All,
I can't believe the fall season is already upon us. We welcome
back the snowbirds and are looking forward to seeing you at
the Post. Looking ahead, we have a full calendar of upcoming
events for all our members and guests to enjoy. Just to name a
few, Pink Dinner show , BACA Passport Run, Marine Corp Ball,
Big Band Concert, Early Bird Dinner. Please check your calendar, so you don't miss any of these fun events.
Members, please remember to renew your membership
and show you stand for what makes this country such a great
place to live.
Did you know that you now can receive the Echo on our
website: www.americanlegionpost8.org
Check out the website for all the up and coming events.
For God and Country
John Smith Adjutant

DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA
Fall Conference
Fall Conference held at the Renaissance SeaWorld Orlando is sure to be a great experience for first
time attendees as well as seasoned officers. With the
professional staff at the Renaissance, along with your
Department Headquarters team, our goal is to make the
Conference a successful and enjoyable experience.
The Fall Conference has been designed to serve as an
all-inclusive training opportunity through dynamic lecture series and distinguished guest speakers invited to
general session.
Each year the Fall Conference is geared toward the
needs of our members and officers. As a Department
staff we look forward to your participation and insight
into making each aspect of conference a value for you
and the members of local posts you are representing.

UPCOMING EVENT DATES:
Renaissance SeaWorld Orlando

November 03, 2017 – November 05, 2017

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY

HISTORIAN’S REPORT
Centennial? Why yes it is time. In 2019 the American
Legion will be 100 years old and so will Post 8!! We have been
here ever since those brave young men from WWI returned and
did the paperwork to form a post. With the updating of the
main hall, you can see the faces of those who started the
American Legion here in Winter Haven and those who have
kept us moving forward ever since.
Some old boxes recently returned from Department revealed a treasure! We have several WWI uniforms that were
donated to the Post years ago. Two have been chosen to be
placed in a display cabinet as soon as a bit of work can be
completed. This should help us get in the mood for special
events in 2019. Be sure to check them out in a few weeks.
I hope that some of you have some uniform patches you
might care to donate to the Post. We have some empty spots
on our borders around the photographs of former commanders
and wonderful posters that need a nice finishing touch and uniform patches would be perfect. I hope some of you might help
us on the needed patches.
If you have any ideas to share or things of interest concerning the Centennial Celebration, please contact Mona
Knight (863) 293-7029
Future Event
The Pink Committee, consisting of Frances Marron,
Chairperson, Remona Knight and Cheryl Dobbs, would like to
remind you to be prepared for the annual fund raiser for cancer, the He/She contest. This is always a fun even and will take
place on Saturday night, October 21. This may seem early, but
we want you to have time to think about entering and costume
selection. We will post a sign-up list on the first of September. The contest and a DJ will follow a grand meal by 3rd Vice
Larry Meggs. Prepare NOW!!
For God and Country
Remona Knight Historian
Pink Committee Member

Fifth Annual Ugly Girl Contest.
Don’t forget to mark your calendars with a big PINK X. The
annual breast cancer benefit will be held on Oct 21st. Most of you
know to save your one dollar bills. But we have a wonderful new
twist this year. The 40 & 8 are going to have a meal before all of the
festivities. You will have three choices. 1) ¾lbs boiled shrimp, 2) Big
bobs 1/2lb burger or 3) large chicken breast.
We are lucky enough to have Tony Knight again this year to provide
the music and great commentary. A few surprise show stoppers
and of course our courageous contestants. Please sign up for this
event men we cannot help local breast cancer survivors without
contestants. Our fabulous Historian will take a picture of each contestant before the transformation for their ballot box.
It is palpable, the post is changing modes daily. The anticipation
of our “snow birds” return has gotten a hold of us. Here it is September. The last article for the Echo for the year 2017. At this time
our country is in disaster mode. Hurricane’s Harvey, Irma, and Maria
plus the horrific shooting in Las Vegas have created such incredible
devastation.
But Yet, It has been remarkable to see all of the “regular” people
who have gone to help. Most of them have no “BLOOD” family
there. They are putting themselves in the middle of a disaster. And
yet all of the news casters and film crews see them continue to
work. They are doing God’s work. They are doing what America is
famous for, our strength, our courage and our need to do the right
thing.
I often end my prayers at the post with a thank you to God for
providing the men and women who continue to protect this country.
Today I am reminded that this gift is not always our Military. It is
most men and women. It is most Americans. Thank you again God
for providing wonderful people. People we can be proud of always.

For God and Country
Fran Marron, Chaplain
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LEGION TAG AGENCY
HELP SUPPORT OUR VETERANS BY UTILIZING THE LEGION
TAG AGENCY FOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS AND RENEWALS.
FOR FAST CONVENIENT SERVICE COME TO THE LEGION TAG
AGENCY LOCATED ADJACENT TO POST 8.
Post 8 telephone
Legion Tag Agency

(863) 293-7029
(863) 293-5551

AUXILIARY UNIT 8

The Legion Café
Open Monday thru Friday
11AM to 2 PM

Joint installation of Officers
July 8th @ 5 PM

OFFICERS
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Chaplain
Historian
Sgt. At Arms
Asst. Sgt. At Arms

Janice Chumney
Ruth Jones
Barb “B” Duckstein
Lorraine ‘Bird” Anthony
Bonnie Willard
Yvonne Privetera
Darlene Cunnane
Carolyn Kostel
Mildred (Tink) Campbell

Executive Committee
Nancy Fosie, June Dutcher & Joann O’Callaghan
Past President Louise Miller
AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Marine Corps League
Heart of Florida
Detachment # 1107

U.S. Seabees
Veterans of America
Island x-2

Meetings at 7 PM at
American Legion Post 8
On the 4th Thursday of the month
Except November & December
When it is on the 3rd Wednesday

Meetings on the
2nd Saturday of each month

For information call
John Blount @ 407 760-1407
Or
Kevin Ruhl
@ 813 695-6203

4632 S. Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL

For information call
863 647-1616
Or
863 299-0009

First of all, let me wish each and every one of you a Happy
Labor Day, Happy Columbus Day, Happy Halloween, Happy Veterans Day, Happy Thanksgiving, and, yes, Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!!!! Those holidays will be upon us sooner than
you think….
Secondly, I would like to extend my/our deepest wishes
and prayers to ALL our family here at Post 8. Unfortunately, the
Auxiliary lost a very dear member, Margery Suda. God Bless You
and Yours.
Thirdly, I would like to thank the ladies that help me out
while I was vacationing…Thank you, thank you.
To let you, the Auxiliary members know, renewals will be mailed
out by the 15th of September. Please try to wait until you have received your renewal, especially if you have moved, changed telephone numbers or email addresses or if you know of someone
that has passed away and this office is not aware of it. Forms
need to be filled out and sent to Department. Any wrong information needs to be brought to this office’s attention also.
The Auxiliary office will be open every day, unless something
happens, for the month of September and into October for renewing your membership. If you have not renewed for 2017, that will
have to be done first before you can renew for 2018. Renewing
your membership helps us to help our veterans, their families,
and other organizations that we support.

Continued on next page

Auxiliary membership Report Continued
Also, please let me remind you that new key cards may
be purchased at the Legion office during the week and from our
TDY members. These girls are doing such a wonderful job in
keeping things and events flowing. Thank you ladies!!!
As of September 1, 2017, I will be able to accept NEW membership applications. Please remember that if you are coming in
under a veteran that is alive, that veteran must be an American
Legion current member. If you are coming in under a veteran
that is deceased, you must have a copy of the death certificate
and DD214 certificate. The cost is $40.00, preferably cash, because it takes awhile to process in this office and the Department of Florida Headquarters.
Finally, let me say that it has been my honor to serve as
st
1 Vice President and Membership Chairman for the year 20172018. We are strong and will strive for a 100% membership
again this year.
For God and Country
Ruth Jones, 1st Vice President & Membership Chairman
Americanlegionauxiliary8@yahoo.com
863-875-9237

Greetings from your TDY
I have booked a few new bands so keep an eye on the
calendar so you can give me your opinion. Again, I thank you
for your loyal support of our great “Post 8”.

For God and Country
June Bug TDY Manager

